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MISSION AND VISION 

Mission Statement:  Cornerstone Academy seeks to assist parents in providing an excellent classical 

education by building godly character founded on a biblical worldview resulting in passionate disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 

Vision Statement:  Cornerstone Academy seeks to further impact this community and the world with 

well-educated Christian leaders, who think clearly and listen carefully with discernment and 

understanding; who reason and articulate precisely; who are capable of evaluating their range of 

experience in the light of the Scriptures and who do so with eagerness in joyful submission to God. 

WELCOME 

Welcome to Cornerstone.  Here at Cornerstone you will not just be part of a school, you will become 

part of our family. 

Mascot: Cougar 

School colors: Navy and Silver 

Grades: K4-12 

Classification: 2A 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Douglas Lawson: Headmaster 

Mrs. Erin Cook: Principal  

Mrs. Kelley Rivenbark: Assistant Principal for Grammar 

Mrs. Teressa Mauldin: Assistant Principal for Logic/Rhetoric 

Mrs. Karen McCain: Director of Guidance 

Mrs. Liana Kinsman: Director of Finance 

Mrs. Amber Livingston: Director of Operations and Admissions 

Mr. Kelsey Austin: Athletic Director 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

The following is the foundation of beliefs on which Cornerstone Academy is based.   They are also the 

key elements of Christianity that are unapologetically taught in various ways through all grade levels. 

 

1. We believe the Bible alone to be the word of God, the ultimate and infallible authority for faith and 

practice. 

2. We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He 

is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. 

3. We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in 

His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to 

the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory. 

4. We believe that, for the salvation of lost and sinful men, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 

necessary. 

5. We believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith. 

6. We believe that faith without works is dead. 

7. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit, by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 

live a godly life. 

8. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved to the resurrection 

of life and they that are lost to the resurrection of damnation. 

9. We believe in the spiritual unity of all believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

10. We believe God has ordained marriage and defined it as the covenant relationship between one 

man and one woman. 

11. We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in his image, male and female from 

conception through natural death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Cornerstone Academy Code of Conduct 

 

1. I, as an imitator of Christ, will emulate His teachings in all I do. 

2. My words will be governed by love and respect. I will never call anyone out of their name. 

3. I will be responsible for my preparedness, dress, and academic work; others may be involved; but I 

alone am responsible. 

4. I will be without rancor or excuse. 

5. I will both lead and follow with humility. 

6. I will encourage the weary and defend the weak. 

7. I will do the things that are hard. 

8. I will turn away from immorality and self-contamination. 

 

Code of Conduct for Grammar School 

 

1.  I will act like Jesus and do what He teaches in all I do. 

2.  I will speak with love and respect. I will never call anyone a bad name. 

3.  I will be responsible for getting prepared for school each day. I’ll think ahead and plan for what to 

wear, what to bring, and keep “on top” of my schoolwork. My parents will help me, but I am 

responsible. 

4.  I will not be mean nor give excuses. 

5.  I will both lead and follow with humility 

6.  I will encourage those who are feeling down and defend the weak. 

7.  I will do the things that are hard. 

8.  I will turn away from sin and things that are harmful for me to see, hear, taste, eat, or think. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Regular school attendance is required by law and a prompt arrival to classes is important for a successful 

education. Students should attend class daily and provide the school with an adequate explanation and 

appropriate documentation for all absences.  It is the responsibility of each student’s parent or guardian 

to explain the student’s absence to the school. Reasons for excused absences include: 

• Sickness; injury; death in the family 

• Documented appointments with health care professionals 

• Participation in an academic class or school-sponsored activity approved by the principal 

• Court appearances (copy of subpoena required) 

• All other absences are considered unexcused, including suspensions from school. 

The number of absences a student may have per semester and still be eligible for credit are: 

• 6 excused with a parent note 

• 6 unexcused 

• Medical excuses with documentation from a health-related professional 

• Students with many medical excuses must meet with the Director of Admissions 

A student who exceeds the numbers of unexcused absences may be unable to receive credit for his/her 

semester classes.  Students who have 11 or more unexcused absences in a semester in any class will be 

referred to the principal and are subject to not receive credit for the entire semester for that class.  

NOTIFICATION OF ABSENCE 

Notification of Absence forms are available at the front desk for those times a family or student has a 

planned absence from school due to family trips etc.  Students must take this form to each of their 

teachers a week in advance to fill out for their absence to be excused. Teachers may assign school work 

to be completed and turned when the students return. 

TARDIES 

It is important to be at school on time. If you arrive late, you will miss class time and may disrupt the 

learning of others. On the quarterly report cards, parents should note the number of tardies and 

absences indicated. You are tardy if you come to school after the beginning of the school day or if you 

are not in your classroom when the school day begins. 

     • If you are tardy to school, you or your parent must sign in at the front office or the attendance 

office.  The Registrar will decide whether to excuse your tardiness to school. The principal will not accept 

the following reasons for being tardy: heavy traffic; oversleeping; returning home for forgotten items; 

and non-educational 

appointments other than doctor/dentist. 

Six (6) unexcused tardies to school or unexcused early releases from school will 

result in one absence for purposes of determining truancy.  



   
 

   
 

*Please note that parents may write notes to excuse only six days of absences per semester. Once six 

days have been excused with parent notes, other documentation will be needed to excuse an absence -- 

regardless of the reason. Students may make up work only for excused absences. 

Truancy: If a student has more than fifteen unexcused absences within ninety calendar days, he or she 

will be considered truant. Under Florida’s Compulsory Attendance Law, truant students and their 

parents may face legal sanctions, including appearance in truancy court. 

PARTICIPATION IN AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Students must be in school on the day of an after-school activity in order to take part in extracurricular 

events.  They must be present for a minimum of four (4) periods for the day. The Directors in charge of 

each event including are responsible for making sure that this rule is followed.  

The required grade point average for participation in an extracurricular activity is 2.5 (unweighted) 

Students who participate in extracurricular activities are role models and represent God and 

Cornerstone Academy. 

SICK POLICY 

It is the expectation of Cornerstone Academy that families will keep ill children at home so that 

infectious conditions are not spread to classmates, faculty and staff.  This includes not sending children 

to school if they have had any of the following within the previous 24 hours: 

            a. Fever > 100.0 

            b. Vomiting 

            c. Diarrhea 

            d. Excessive coughing 

            e. Excessive nasal drainage 

1. Should a child become ill or injured during the school day, the office will make every effort to care for 

him/her so that the child may return to class.  If necessary, students will be allowed to rest 15 – 20 

minutes before deciding if they will return to class or if a parent will be contacted in order to take the 

child home. 

2. A student whose temperature is 100.0 degrees F or higher, who experiences vomiting or diarrhea at 

school, or whom the teacher feels has excessive coughing or nasal drainage will be asked to go home 

and should not return to school until he/she has not experienced these symptoms for 24 hours. 

3. When parents are notified of the need to pick-up their child, the child should be picked-up within 30 

minutes of being called. 

4. Please keep the office updated of any changes in relevant health history or medication.  When you 

choose your local emergency contact, make sure that person is aware of your choice, and consider 

providing him/her with copies of your medical insurance information/card and a Power of Attorney that 

legally authorizes him/her to seek medical care for your child in the event that you are unavailable. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

CHECKING IN AND OUT 

Students who must occasionally leave school because of illness or an appointment – regardless of age- 

must officially check – out at the front desk.  Students checking out must have a valid reason and 

parental permission that can be verified.  

Contact with the parent MUST be made by phone or in person.  Notes, alone, WILL NOT be accepted. If 

a parent or guardian cannot be contacted, the student will not be permitted to leave campus. 

VISITORS 

Parents are welcome to visit Cornerstone.  All visitors must sign in/out at the front desk and receive a 

visitor’s pass.  Unauthorized visitors will be asked to leave. 

HALL PASSES 

Class time is essential.  Each teacher has been issued one hall pass.  Teachers may issue hall passes to 

students at their discretion.  Loitering, socializing, and taking any route other than the most direct one 

to their destination may result in disciplinary action. 

CELL PHONES 

Cell phones and earbuds/headphones are NOT to be used or visible on campus from 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM.   

A student who needs to make a necessary phone call with his/her phone may go to an Administrator's 

office to do so.  Students who are seen using a cell phone during designated hours without permission 

will have their phone confiscated until the end of the school day.  Repeat offenders will not be able to 

pick up their phone after school; a parent must come to the school to pick it up.  

If parents need to reach their child during school hours, they may call the office and leave a message for 

their child. 

 

HOUSES 

Each Logic & Rhetoric student will be assigned a HOUSE when they enroll at Cornerstone Academy.  

HOUSES are comprised of students from 6-12th grades.  HOUSES are a way for students to bridge the gap 

between grades and learn to work with a variety of students.  This is accomplished through healthy 

competitions. Our desire is to have each student stay in the same HOUSE until they graduate. However, 

some students may need to switch to a different HOUSE in order to maintain an equality of numbers 

with the HOUSES. 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

Students receive report cards each 9 weeks.  The dates are listed on the school calendar. Grammar 

student’s report cards will be sent home in their folders and Logic & Rhetoric students will receive their 

report cards by mail.  NO REPORT CARDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED IF A STUDENT OWES MONEY OR HAS 

OTHER PAST DUE OBLIGATIONS AND THEIR GRADELINK ACCOUNT WILL BE LOCKED. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

GRAMMAR GRADING SCALE 

E = 90-100% 

S =80-89% 

N = 70-79% 

U = 60-69% 

 

LOGIC & RHETORIC GRADING SCALE 

A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

D = 60-69% 

F = 0-59% 

 

ALL SCHOOL CLASS CONDUCT 

S = Satisfactory 

N = Needs Improvement 

U = Unsatisfactory 

 

 

HONOR ROLL 

The Honor Roll includes those students in grades 5th - 12th who have earned all A’s and B’s for a 

semester. Students who have maintained high academic achievement will be recognized.  There is also a 

“straight A”” Honor Roll. 

 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

Membership in the Cornerstone National Honor Society is an honor bestowed upon sophomores, 

juniors, and seniors who exhibit outstanding leadership, scholastic achievement, character, and service.  

New members are selected by the faculty. There are written selection criteria as well as criteria for 

maintaining membership. Appeals should be made to the faculty sponsor, first. The principal will settle 

any unresolved issues. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

MAKE-UP WORK 

It is the student’s responsibility in Logic & Rhetoric and the parent’s responsibility in Grammar to check 

with teachers to arrange for make-up work upon his/her return to school for absences.  Make up work 

will be completed within the same number of days the students was absent. For example: If a student 

misses 2 days of school he/she will have 2 days to complete the make-up work.  

Being absent the day before a previously announced test or quiz does not exempt a student from 

taking the test.  Any exemption is solely up to the discretion of the teacher who can make the best 

determination of the necessity of any review for success on the test. 

 

SCHOOL GROUNDS AND GENERAL ENVIRONMENT 

Each student should take pride in the school by minimizing the need for someone to clean up after him 

or her.  The campus is to be kept clean not only through the efforts of the custodial staff but also the 

students. All students should take special care to leave the lunch areas clean after lunch.  

 

AFFECTION IN PUBLIC 

Public Displays of Affection (PDA) are inappropriate and discipline may be handled by administration. 

 

 

 

 

DRESS CODE 

Cornerstone Academy believes that a dress code plays an important role in maintaining a culture 

conducive to cultivating virtuous scholars.  Rather than expressing themselves through current youth 

fashion, students at Cornerstone are asked to express themselves through their attendance, behavior, 

minds, and hearts.  

Cornerstone Academy students are expected to wear the approved school uniform while on campus 

during school hours, Monday through Friday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE DISCIPLINARY SYSTEM 

PROCESS 

A. Instruction – students are instructed by faculty and staff concerning the rules and regulations 

they are expected to obey 

B. Warning – students are given 3-5 verbal warnings by their classroom teacher or administrator 

when they have violated the dress code policy. Further violations will result in an office referral. 

C. Correction –  

a. Verbal Correction – the first 2 uniform infractions for a Rhetoric student will result in a 

verbal warning from the teacher of administrator that noticed the infraction.  The 

students may be required to change into appropriate uniform attire and an email will be 

sent home. Grammar and Logic students will receive verbal warnings for the first 4 

uniform infractions.  

b. Demerit – After the 2nd verbal warning for Rhetoric students and the 4th verbal 

warning for Grammar and Logic students a demerit will be issued. The student will also 

be required to call home to have appropriate uniform attire brought to them.  After 3 

demerits, students will be sent to the principal or assistant principal for further 

discipline per their discretion. **If students find uniforms in the Used Uniform bins, 

parents will be charged the price of those uniforms. 

MEN ONLY 

The fit of all clothing must be appropriate and present an overall neat, modest and clean appearance. 

PANTS – Do not need to be purchased from Land’s End. However, Land’s End is still available for 

purchase. 

• Must be khaki or navy blue in color. 

• Must be properly sized, not baggy or tight 

• Must be worn at the waist. 

• Must not have frays or have holes. 

• Must be worn with a solid color belt. 

• Must have no writing. 

• Pants must be similar in style, material, and fit as the uniform pants purchased through Land’s 

End.  Pants that cannot be worn include jeans or jean look-a-likes, corduroy, and cargo pants. 

• Before purchasing or wearing questionable pants, parents are encouraged to check with the 

administration for approval.  

 

 

SHORTS  

• Do not need to be purchased from Land’s End. However, Land’s End is still available for 

purchase. 



   
 

   
 

• Throughout the school year male students are permitted to wear shorts. Cargo shorts are NOT 

permitted.  Approved colors are khaki and navy blue and these must be similar in style, material, 

length and fit as the uniform shorts purchased through Land’s End.   

TOPS 

• Must be purchased through Land’s End with the school logo 

• ALL Grammar students must purchase a light blue polo for field trips. 

• Long sleeve shirts may be worn underneath polo shirts on colder days as long as they are a solid 

color and the same approved colors as the polo shirts 

• An undershirt, if worn, must be a solid color and the same approved colors as the polo shirts. 

HATS, CAPS, SWEATBANDS, ANY HEADWEAR, AND SUNGLASSES 

• Headwear and sunglasses may not be worn in the building. 

BODY PIERCINGS/TATTOOS 

• No visible tattoos or piercings 

OUTERWEAR 

• Must be purchased through Land’s End or students may wear athletic jackets that has been 

approved by the Athletic Department 

• Polo shirts are required to be worn under outerwear 

HAIR 

• Hair is to be in natural colors, off the collar, and above the eyes. 

• Must be clean shaven/groomed at all times and have not facial hair. 

SHOES 

• Closed toed shoes, laced and tied, or sandals with a strap in the back 

• NO flip flops, crocs or clogs 

• GRAMMAR students must wear closed toe shoes 

• GRAMMAR STUDENTS – NO lights, squeaks, wheels, OR music. 

SOCKS 

• Socks are to be solid black, light blue, navy, white, tan, brown or grey.  Small logos are 

acceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

WOMEN ONLY 

The fit of all clothing must be appropriate and present an overall neat, modest and clean appearance. 

PANTS 

• Do not need to be purchased from Land’s End. However, Land’s End is still available for 

purchase. 

• Must be khaki or navy blue in color.  

• Must be properly sized, not baggy or tight 

• Must be worn at the waist. 

• Must not have frays or have holes. 

• Pants with spandex are not allowed. 

• Must be worn with a solid color belt. 

• Must have no writing. 

• Pants must be similar in style, material, and fit as the uniform pants purchased through Land’s 

End.  Pants that cannot be worn include jeans or jean look-alikes, corduroy, and cargo pants. 

• Before purchasing or wearing questionable pants, parents are encouraged to check with the 

administration for approval.  

SHORTS  

• Do not need to be purchased from Land’s End. However, Land’s End is still available for 

purchase. 

• Approved colors are khaki or navy blue and these must be similar in style, material, length and 

fit as the uniform shorts purchased through Land’s End.  

SKIRTS  

• Do not need to be purchased from Land’s End. However, Land’s End is still available for 

purchase. Cornerstone plaid is ONLY available through Land’s End. Skirts may be in Cornerstone 

navy blue, grey, or khaki. 

• Skirt length is required to be to the top of the front and back of the knee. 

• Solid white, navy blue, black, brown or grey leggings without embellishments are permitted to 

be worn under skirts. 

TOPS 

• Must be purchased through Land’s End with the school logo 

• ALL Grammar students must purchase a light blue polo for field trips. 

• Long sleeve shirts may be worn underneath polo shirts on colder days as long as they are a solid 

color and the same approved colors as the polo shirts. 

• An undershirt or camisole if worn must be a solid color and the same approved colors as the 

polo shirts. 

HATS, CAPS, SWEATBANDS, ANY HEADWEAR, AND SUNGLASSES 

• Headwear and sunglasses may not be worn in the building. 



   
 

   
 

 

BODY PIERCINGS/TATTOOS 

• No visible tattoos or piercings. 

OUTERWEAR 

• Must be purchased through Land’s End or students may wear athletic jackets that has been 

approved by the Athletic Department. 

• Polo shirts are required to be worn under outerwear 

HAIR 

• Hair is to be in natural colors and out of the eyes 

SHOES 

• Closed toed shoes, laced and tied, or sandals with a strap in the back. 

• NO flip flops, crocs or clogs 

• GRAMMAR students must wear closed toe shoes 

• GRAMMAR STUDENTS – NO lights, squeaks, wheels, OR music. 

SOCKS 

• Socks are to be solid black, light blue, navy, white, tan, brown or grey.  Small logos are 

acceptable. 

 

DRESS FOR EXTRACURRICULAR EVENTS 

Athletic Events 

MEN 

• May wear shorts, jeans, sweatshirts, and t-shirts to indoor/outdoor athletic events 

WOMEN 

• May wear loose fitting jeans, modest shorts (with a minimum of 5” inseam), and tops to 

indoor/outdoor athletic events. 

• All tops must be long enough to cover torso with hands extended straight above the head. 

• Spaghetti strap tops are not permitted. 

• Tank tops with 2-3 finger width straps are permitted 

• Bodysuits, cropped tops, spaghetti strap tops, and halter tops are not permitted. 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

FORMAL EVENTS 

MEN 

• Conventional dress suit or tuxedo with shirt and tie, dress shoes and socks. 

WOMEN 

• Strapless dresses must fit modestly and be straight across in the front and back.  

• Necklines should be no lower than one hand-width from the collarbone. 

• Backless and low-cut necklines are not permitted. 

• For the Spring Formal, Dress length must be floor length. 

• Dress slit must be no higher than the top of the knee. 

• Dresses for dances other than Spring Formal must be no higher than the top of the knee in 

length 

 

DENIM DAY 

• Denim Day is the last Friday of every month.  For a $1.00 donation to the scholarship fund 

students may wear jeans  or uniform bottoms with a Cornerstone t-shirt. 

• Jeans may have rips at the knee or below, denim patchwork (no skin showing) and be slightly 

distressed.  

PIBS for Students 

 

What is Expected? 

Cornerstone Academy Code of Conduct for Logic and Rhetoric 

1. I, as an imitator of Christ, will emulate His teachings in all I do. 

2. My words will be governed by love and respect. I will never call anyone out of their name. 

3. I will be responsible for my preparedness, dress, and academic work; others may be involved; 

but I alone am responsible. 

4. I will be without rancor or excuse. 

5. I will both lead and follow with humility. 

6. I will encourage the weary and defend the weak. 

7. I will do the things that are hard. 

8. I will turn away from immorality and self-contamination. 

  

Campus Expectations 



   
 

   
 

1. Be obedient and follow directions the first time. 

a. Treat me, your teacher, with the same respect with which I treat you. 

b. “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men 

who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no advantage to you.”  Hebrews 13:17 

2. Be ready to learn and listen carefully. 

a. “Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of knowledge.”  Proverbs 23:12 

3. Work responsibly, quietly, and independently. 

a. Your actions may not cause a problem for anyone else. 

b. “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and 

work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of 

outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”  1 Thessalonians 4: 11-12 

4. Be kind and loving with your words and actions. 

a. If you cause a problem, you will be asked to solve it. 

b. If you cannot solve the problem or choose not to, I will do something.  What I do will 

depend upon the situation and the person involved. 

c. If I do something that appears to be unfair, whisper to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and 

we will talk about it. 

d. “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”  

Ephesians 4:29 

5. Respect school and personal property.  

a. “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” Psalm 

24:1 

Positive Response 

Students will be recognized for meeting and/or exceeding campus expectations through Cougar 

Characters. Cougar Characters will be entered into a drawing for a reward, for example an ice cream or 

crazy sock day. 

Students who do not have any documented disciplinary actions, such as demerits or referrals, will 

participate in a group reward at the end of each nine weeks. 

What Does a Demerit Detail?  

Isaiah 15:8, “Lord, we love to obey your laws; our hearts desire is to glorify your name.” 

• Three step process 

a. Warning (Verbal or Non-verbal) 

b. 2nd warning and reminder of expectation 

c. Issue of a demerit 

• The following information will be written on the demerit: 

• Name, Grade, Location, Time, Teacher issuing demerit, Offense 

• Teachers will enter the demerit into RenWeb, and parents will be notified. 

Examples of Behaviors Warranting a Demerit 



   
 

   
 

Disruption Talking while the teacher is talking 

Dress Code Violations Calling Out 

Talking during prayer Making distracting noises in the classroom 

Whistling, humming, singing, animal noises, 
clicking your tongue, tapping/playing with object 

(water bottle, pencil), snapping fingers 

Making distracting noise outside of the classroom 

Talking loudly in the hallway and restroom Making distracting body movement/gestures 

Falling out of seat, making faces, hand gestures Chewing gum/candy or Eating in class 
Getting out of seat Out of seat without permission, gets up to avoid 

work, gets up to talk to a friend or get an object 

 Disrespect Not following teacher directions 

Refusing to do work, comply with a given action, 
having head down on desk, not praying 

Inappropriate language/profanity/tone of voice 

Leaving your area, both in the classroom and at 
lunch, a mess 

Not cleaning up the lunch table, not putting 
recess equipment away, throwing trash on the 

ground 

Teasing/Name Calling/Making fun of a student Refusal to work to respond to another student 
whether verbal or non-verbal 

Misusing Items Throwing items such as paper, writing utensils, 
etc., writing on desk, carrying items 

inappropriately using electronics without 
permission 

Safety/Physical Contact Touching others without permission 

Pushing/Hitting Taking other belongings without permission 

Tripping/Kicking Aggressive play 
Mock fighting, banging toys against each other, 

etc. 
Running in the hallway 

 Aggressive physical play Inappropriate contact during a physical activity 

  

Referrals 

Students will receive referrals for major misbehaviors, and they will be handled by the administration. 

Procedures 

Leveled Discipline System 

• Step 1 

• 5 demerits within Quarter/9 weeks OR Referral 

• 2 Week Virtues Training 

• Phone Call Home 

• Step 2* 

• 10 demerits within Quarter/9 weeks OR 2 Referrals 

• 2 Week Virtues Training and/or Parent Conference 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 


